SUMMARY
on the daily life of the Reformed Church in Transcarpathia in the year 2024

Looking back on 2024, there are many events and achievements to be thankful for. In 108
congregations, there were more than 250 weekly sessions where believers received spiritual
refreshment, and hearts were moved to thanksgiving for life and service.

In 2024, 5,690 children of faith received religious education and participated in summer
vacation Bible weeks. Nearly 1,200 young people attended Confirmation summer camps. We
lost a pastor due to the spiritual and physical overload of war, and his wife's prolonged illness
led him to leave Transcarpathia. However, a young female theologian returned to
Transcarpathia to serve. This development gives us reason for hope. There are teachers and
staff who have left, but we are grateful that the teachers of the faith, the pastors and the staff of
the office have stayed and, though fearful, are continuing their ministry. To God be the glory
for all.

The war challenges the life of the church at all levels. We cannot properly hold pastoral
meetings and synods (our church's governing and decision-making body) only in hybrid, in-
person and online formats because military inspections are putting pastors at risk. We have also
not been able to hold a church district assembly because of the strict military inspections.

The statistics for 2024 show that emigration continues to be high and is likely to persist into the
next year. The economic crisis caused by the war, the lack of prospects, and the situation of
youth and children will force many people and families to migrate to Western Europe.
Furthermore, military conscription and the disregard for the medical and physical fitness of
conscripts, among other push factors, are forcing many to leave the country.

In recent years, an increasing number of elderly pensioners and equally young patients have
been left without proper care and assistance. The social kitchen network and the home care
service continued to care for thousands of people in need of help in 2024. There are more and
more impoverished people and families. It is very difficult to pay the rising utility bills, and
medicines have become unaffordable for many. Although everything can be bought in shops,
the necessary funds remain unobtainable to the broader population. For some, war is an
excellent source of money, but for a large part of the population, war brings only fear, grief,
insecurity, deprivation and suffering.

We could only carry out our services with the support of our trusted partners, from the Word of
God to the help we provide in the social sphere. The importance and scale of our tasks have
only increased in recent years. There is a great need for church communities where people can
receive spiritual and psychological support and feel part of a community of solidarity. In the
church community, if someone is deprived and suffering, others will help them. The importance
of the church has also increased towards those who live in society but are distant and inactive
members of the church. The church is confronting not only spiritual darkness but also literal
darkness. To reduce the negative impact of regular power cuts, our church has donated 10
generators to the Association of Hungarian Large Families in Transcarpathia, and where we
have small children among our pastors, we have installed uninterruptible power supplies for
them.



In 2024, we have not forgotten those fleeing war. In recent years, refugees from Eastern
Ukraine have found shelter and home in churches, church district properties, children's homes,
crisis centres, and dormitories. In some places, we could only provide accommodation, but there
were also places where we could provide jobs for the resettled refugees. For orphans and
widows of deceased soldiers, we often organise a week of spiritual recharging, with a large
number of people coming forward to participate. We would like to continue these ministries in
2025, both at the congregational level and in the area of social mission, should the need arise
to help those who seek refuge and shelter from the horrors of war.

In 2024, solidarity visits with the church district leadership or members of the congregations
continued to be of great importance. We would like to thank them and look back with gratitude
for the time spent together and the frank discussions. We believe that this has also had a positive
impact on the leadership in Kiev. Perhaps there will be progress in mobilising pastors.

Physical and financial support is needed in many areas of life. What concerns us is the current
situation of the churches. It is crucial to strengthen the ministry of preaching, pastoral care and
consolation. These ministries also have financial burdens weakened congregations cannot
carry, as they did in the past. The need to maintain pastors' positions and to continue to help
pastor families is critical. Our educational and social institutions, which provide meals and
residential care for students and elderly alike, are also in a difficult situation. These institutions
are in need to have the financial means to operate stably. We would like to continue the work
between children and young people, which we have been able to do in the past with the help of
Western partners (GAW, HEKS, United Church of Christ, CE Deutschland, etc.) Most soup
kitchens have a maximum of 1-2 months maintenance. The winter and spring months cause
difficulties for many people, specifically deprivation among the elderly and children alike.
Some of the things that are important to us are in need:

- attracting external donors (we want to help people in villages to get seeds that can be
used even by older people who can work because this small activity is part of their lives)

- itis also important to support farmers because we receive many requests. The problems
caused by climate change and drought have brought many farmers to the brink of
bankruptcy. The use of cultivated land has decreased, and there are no financial
resources to carry out autumn and spring work. To stop deprivation, it is essential to
produce food (home-grown produce, vegetables, maise).

Unfortunately, we cannot reduce unemployment, but if there were a Western partner interested
in creating a job with the secure backing of the Church, it would help those who stayed at home.
To reduce the energy crisis, we would like to create solar parks for churches and institutions
(especially child care, elderly care and educational institutions).

Our Church has disaster management activities (fire brigades, disaster management centre) and
thanks to this, and with the help of foreign assistance, we have been able to send several vehicles
to the front line, thus helping the people there. However, our hand tools have also worn out
(shovels, hoses and fire-fighting equipment), without which it is becoming increasingly difficult
to extinguish fires effectively in the region.

How can our partners help?

We receive many requests in addition to our ongoing activities, which we can't handle alone as
such a small church. For example, some pastors do not have a suitable vehicle, families who
are expecting a fourth child but do not have enough living space, and so on. There are young



pastor families who live on property that was repossessed after the Soviet era, and there has
been no significant renovation for many years because they could not afford it. In cases like
this and others, €2-3 thousand is a big help and a little light at the end of the tunnel that there
will be a solution and they will manage. In other cases, trusted partners have supported specific
church activities throughout many years, as well as the struggles we have faced in wartime. In
these cases, we invite partners to inquire regarding a church project or activity which a ministry
of their church would be interested in learning more about and possibly supporting.

These are the days we are living in Transcarpathia, and we can only hope that God will take
care of us despite the difficulties.

Sandor Zan Fabian
Bishop
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